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Overview 

On October 14th, the Early Learning Division, Oregon Department of Education submitted a 

Race to the Top- Preschool Development Grant application to the U.S. Department of Education 

in partnership with four Early Learning Hubs. If funded, the grant would make high-quality 

preschool possible for an additional 1,365 eligible children, adding to the 4,681 four-year olds 

and 2,609 three-year olds currently served in Oregon Prekindergarten. This expansion would lay 

the foundation for eventually serving all eligible Oregon children in high-quality preschool.  

Oregon’s plans for expanding access to high-quality preschool programs for eligible children 

builds off the transformative infrastructure that has developed over the last four years and has 

the following three central components: 1) Early Learning Hubs will be the subgrantees and 

coordinate the expansion of high-quality preschool programs; 2) Eligible children and families 

will be served through a mixed delivery system that includes early learning programs that are 

licensed child care, Head Starts, school-based preschools and community-based organizations; 

and 3) Oregon’s Quality Rating and Improvement System (QRIS) will be used to measure and 

improve quality. 

Oregon is eligible for up to $15 million in the first year of the grant. The State will ensure that 

95% of the funds flow to the four identified Early Learning Hubs, who will identify and contract 

with early learning providers in their community. 

Selected Implementation Partners 

Oregon’s plan for expanding access to high-quality preschool programs for eligible children has 

been guided by the belief that the State has a responsibility to overcome historical barriers to 

accessing high-quality early learning programs for underserved racial and ethnic populations in 

our State. The grant process required the up-front selection of implementation partners. In that 

context, the four selected partner Hubs are:  

 Blue Mountain Early Learning Hub 

 Early Learning Multnomah 

 Lane Early Learning Alliance 

 Southern Oregon Early Learning Services Hub 

These four Early Learning Hubs were selected as the implementation partners based on 

community need, provider readiness and community readiness. Data used for selection 

included poverty data, racial/ethnic diversity data, kindergarten assessment results, 

disaggregated third grade reading results, focus and priority schools locations, size of Medicaid 

population, and size of child care wait lists. Readiness was defined as strong existing systems 

including Child Care Resource and Referral, Head Start, leadership at public schools that is 



focused on early childhood, and a Coordinated Care Organization. The number of QRIS rated 

programs, workforce qualifications of community providers and existing secured early learning 

investments were also assessed.  

If the grant is received, each Hub will work with identified underserved populations, and 

specifically communities of color, to identify the catchment areas in which high-quality 

preschool services will be focused.  

Mixed Delivery Model 

Oregon and its local partners are committed to drawing on the strengths and resources of the 

many settings in which preschool can take place: licensed child care, Head Start, school-based 

preschools and community-based organizations. In recognition of this commitment to a mixed 

delivery system, Oregon is requiring that the partner communities serve children in all of those 

settings. 

Focusing on mixed delivery settings will also help Oregon create mixed-income classrooms, 

where eligible children and children with high needs are learning side-by-side with children 

from more affluent backgrounds. Oregon’s model allows preschool funding from this grant to 

be blended with existing preschool and community-based programs, including tuition-based 

programs serving children from families with incomes above the 200% Federal Poverty Line. 

Timeline 

Awards will be announced by the U.S. Department of Education by December 31, 2014.  

If selected, the Early Learning Division and the selected Hubs would begin formalizing an 

implementation plan between January 1, 2015 and August 2015.  Additional eligible children 

would be served by the implemented mixed delivery model beginning in September 2015.  

Opportunities for Shared Learning 

The development of a mixed delivery model for high-quality preschool will create opportunities 

for shared learning and discovery across the early learning system. While the grant does not 

have the capacity to serve eligible children in all communities, the Early Learning Division is 

committed to finding opportunities to engage and share information with stakeholders from 

across the state. If you are interested in staying informed and engaged if the grant is received, 

please contact Aimee Craig, Early Learning Public Affairs Director.   

 

Oregon’s grant application is available here: 

https://earlylearningcouncil.files.wordpress.com/2014/10/rtt_pdg_topost.pdf  
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