
 

 

 

Field Test Update 
 

Over the next few months, Oregon will continue to celebrate its first star 
rated quality programs. A big thank you and congratulations was offered 
by Jada Rupley, Early Learning System Director, at the annual Oregon 
Association for the Education of Young Children conference in October.  
 
Additionally, other programs around the state have begun to achieve their 
Commitment To Quality designations, including teen parent programs and 
programs accredited by other professional bodies (Oregon Programs of 
Quality, National Association for the Education of Young Children, 
National Association for Family Child Care, and Association of Christian 
School International).  These programs can continue the QRIS journey of 
quality improvement and submit for a star rating. 

 

Numbers 

 

Commitment to Quality Designees:  346 
Certified Center:       172 
Certified Family:     95 
Registered Family:      79 

   

Number of Children in the Programs:  11,586 
Certified Center: 9333 
Certified Family: 1523 
Registered Family:   730 
 

Star Rated Programs:  13 
Certified Family:    8    3 Star 
  2    4 Star 
  1    5 Star   
Registered Family:  2    3 Star  
 
The QRIS field test moves forward with statewide rollout continuing in 
January, 2014. 
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QRIS Frequently 

Asked Questions… 

 

Is QRIS best suited 

for centers?  

 
The QRIS was designed 
to improve and 
communicate quality in a 
variety of settings. Input 
across the state from 
programs and family 
child care experts was 
sought in developing the 
standards and creating 
the Family Child Care 
Portfolios. Oregon’s 
QRIS appreciates that 
quality can come in a 
variety of “flavors” and 
values the benefits of 
family settings. 
 
From the first round of 
rated portfolios, family 
programs are 
represented at the 3, 4, 
and 5 star levels. 
Congratulations to those 
programs. 
 
 

Race to the Top:  

Update 

The statement of work 
and budget for the Race 
to the Top Early 
Learning Challenge 
grant for $10.2 million 
has  been submitted for 
federal review. The 
important work within 
this grant continues! 

Christa Shively has 
joined the Early Learning 
Division as the Director 
of Policy and Programs. 
She will be overseeing 
the RTT grant.   

   

Congratulations to Congratulations to Congratulations to 

the QRIS Quality the QRIS Quality the QRIS Quality 

Rated Programs!Rated Programs!Rated Programs!   
 

 

 

 

3 S3 S3 STARTARTAR   PPPROGRAMSROGRAMSROGRAMS   
 

The Children’s Garden 
Coburg, OR 

Ellie’s Preschool and Daycare 
Creswell, OR 

Happy Hearts Kids Care 
Eugene, OR 

Little Explorer Preschool & Daycare 
Eugene, OR 

Mrs. Z’s Childcare  
Bend, OR 

Overlook Collaborative Preschool 
Portland, OR 

Shannon’s Child Care and Preschool 
Boring, OR 

Alameda Beaumont Childcare Inc. 
Portland, OR 

Ms. Teapots Tiny Tots 
Portland, OR 

Shelby Shaw Daycare 
Roseburg, OR 

 

4 S4 S4 STARTARTAR   PPPROGRAMSROGRAMSROGRAMS 

 
Farr Out Child Care Center 

Springfield, OR 
Wildflower Day Care 

Myrtle Creek, OR 

 

5 S5 S5 STARTARTAR   PPPROGRAMROGRAMROGRAM   
 

Wildflowers Preschool  
Portland, OR 

Note: there may be programs that have not yet submitted full portfolios or portfolios that 
are still being reviewed and may result in additional star rated programs. 
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“We can do this!”  
-Dorene Farr, Owner of Farr Out Child 

Care Center in Springfield, OR 

Dorene Farr is enthusiastic and excited about participating in 
Oregon’s QRIS, and she has good reason to be. Dorene’s 
program, Farr Out Child Care Center, has just been 
designated as a Quality Rated 4 Star Program. Farr Out Child 
Care is one of two 4 Star programs in Oregon rated to date. 

“We were already providing this quality care and doing all that 
we could for these kids. We wanted our families to feel even 
better about the 
program that they 
had selected by 
knowing they had 
chosen a 4 Star 
Program.” Dorene 
has run the 
program for 
almost nineteen 
years, and she 
looked forward to 
getting the 
affirmation and 
recognition that her 
program deserved. 

“At the very first orientation I thought, ‘We can do this! We are 
already doing this!’” Dorene went on to apply for a 4 Star 
Rating as an early achiever in the application process.  

Dorene explained that the self-assessment was a welcome 
addition to Farr Out Child Care. “The assessment helped us to 
see what we should be doing more of. It guided us in 
developing and explaining our handbooks to staff. It helped us 
to articulate not only the expectations of our program, but also 
why those expectations are important.”  

While Dorene admits that completing the application and 
portfolio was a very intensive and timely process, she is 
confident that her participation in QRIS enhanced her program. 
“It gives you the affirmation that you’re on the right path. It also 
shows where your program’s strengths are and where you 
need to improve. It’s a very worthwhile thing to do.”  

 

Congratulations to Farr Out Child Care on your  

4 Star Quality Rating! 

QRIS and Equity 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
In the development of the QRIS, 

Oregon’s QRIS partners received 

extensive national technical assistance 

regarding cultural and linguistic diversity. 

With the Oregon Education Investment 

Board’s Equity Lens as a guide, the QRIS 

continuous quality improvement has a 

focus on equity. 

 
The QRIS standards have diversity and 

equity woven throughout, such as 

including materials and activities 

involving the culture and language of the 

children’s homes as well as cultures that 

are different than those represented in 

the program. The standards also weave 

in inclusive practices for children with 

special needs. 

 
Obtaining a certain step on the Oregon 

Registry is a component of the QRIS 

Personnel Qualification domain. The 

Oregon Registry has Core Knowledge 

Categories in Diversity and Special 

Needs that can be used to fulfill 

requirements for an Oregon Registry 

step. Oregon’s Professional 

Development Committee has engaged a 

subgroup to look at equity issues within 

the professional development system 

and links to the QRIS.  

 
The Race to the Top Early Learning 

Challenge goals and activities include 

specific QRIS outreach to programs 

who serve children who may fall into 

the achievement gap.  

 
The Equity Lens can be found at http://

www.oregon.gov/gov/docs/OEIB/

FinalEquityLensDraftAdopted.pdf. 
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Stories 
From the field 



 

 

Oregon Registry Director Credential Support 
QRIS five star personnel qualifications require directors to have a Step 10 or 
above on the Oregon Registry and an Oregon Registry Director’s credential, or 
60 hours of professional development in the Core Knowledge Category of 
Program Management.  OCCD and OAEYC are partnering to offer a support 
group for child care facility directors who are seeking to achieve an Oregon 
Registry Director Credential. This facilitated working support group is for 
directors who have completed the Director Certificate Training Series, Building 
a Business Training Series or other 60 hours in Program Management. The 
focus includes completion of the Director Credential application, including the 
Program Administration/Business Administration Scale and self-evaluation. 
Contact merrily@oregonaeyc.org with questions. 30 minute information session 
via webinar are available on the following dates: 

MyORO is Live!  To get started, visit: https://my.oregonregistryonline.org  

Individuals are now able to use myORO! This resource is an excellent source for individuals to help 
inform their training and professional development needs regarding the Personnel Qualifications 
domain of the QRIS.  

 

What will individuals see on the myORO site? 

Use the My Training Tab to: 

 View a Professional Development Statement (PDS) 

 Check to see if training documents have arrived in ORO and have been processed for use by the 
Office of Child Care (OCC) Licensing, the DHS Enhanced Rate Program, the Oregon Statewide 
Scholarship Program and/or Oregon Registry Step Awards 

 

Use the My Enrollment Tab to: 

  Update the ORO Enrollment 

 

Use the My Settings Tab to: 

 Choose to receive Professional Development Statements by email or mail 

 Automatically determine Enhanced Rate eligibility 

 Receive automatic Step 1 and Step 2 awards.  Remember, individuals still need to apply for a 
Step 3 or higher with an Oregon Registry Step Application.  If you experience trouble logging on, 
contact the help desk number: 1-877-725-8535 or click on the “Need Help?” page on myORO.   
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11/6 

1:00 PM 

11/7 

6:30 PM 

htts://global.gotomeeting.com/meeting/join/948377405 
 Or call-in: 1.800.920.7487. Code is 6556872# 

https//global.gotomeeting.com/meeting/join/904108653 
 Or call-in: 1.800.920.7487. code is 4256857# 

Update from The Oregon Center for Career Development  

in Childhood Care and Education 

mailto:merrily@oregonaeyc.org
https://my.oregonregistryonline.org
htts://global.gotomeeting.com/meeting/join/948377405
https/global.gotomeeting.com/meeting/join/904108653


 

 

 

 

Congratulations to all of the QRIS designated programs, including 346 
Commitment To Quality Programs and 13 programs who have achieved 
a 3-4-5 star rating. As a celebration of this work and an appreciation of 
programs’ willingness to participate in the field test and serve children in 
high quality programs, The Early Learning Council will provide a special 
recognition of these programs at the next Early Learning Council Meeting 
on November 12 in Portland. More information about the Early Learning 
Council and its meetings can be found at http://oregonearlylearning.com/
early-learning-council/ 

QRIS Validation Study 

The QRIS Validation Study is well under way. The validation team has 
visited 13 family-based and center providers across the 8 participating 
counties, and is looking forward to many more!  The team would  like to 
acknowledge the contribution these programs have made to the shared 
efforts to build the best QRIS possible. 
During the visit, the team spends time observing the activities and  
interactions happening at the facility using a tool to assess program 
quality.  The findings will be used to ensure that QRIS ratings are 
differentiating quality. For example, the team is seeking to determine that 
quality is higher in a 4 star rated program than in a 3 star rated program.  

The findings will not be linked to the program itself in any of our reports.  
Program participation is critical in helping to make sure that ratings from 
the QRIS really reflect the quality of care being provided to Oregon 
children. The team has received positive feedback from providers about 
the importance of this work!   

 

Snapshot for November/December 2013 
Oregon’s QRIS has 13 programs who have achieved a 3-4-5 star rating. 
Many other programs are in the process of using their supports to 
complete quality improvements and portfolios. Statewide rollout of the 
field test began this fall with Teen Parent Programs and programs with 
other accreditations. Licensed programs statewide will be eligible for 
applying beginning in 2014.  
Provider input sessions are being held in the field test regions to obtain 
feedback from programs about the QRIS experience.  The QRIS website 
and facebook page are excellent sources of additional QRIS information 
and updates! 

http://www.wou.edu/tri/QRIS/ 
https://www.facebook.com/OregonQRIS    

 

QRIS Around the  

Nation:  

Arkansas’ QRIS, Better 
Beginnings, has a great 
guidance section on their 
website for Parents & 
Families. It provides 
information about the 
child’s health including 
sleep patterns and 
safety, nutritional 
suggestions, early 
learning activities, and 
safety tips for around the 
house. They have these 
guidance documents for 
infant to preschool age. 
To read these guides, 
click here. 

 

Better Beginnings has a 
three level system with 
providers being able to 
achieve a 1 to 3 star 
rating. Their website has 
guidance on each star 
level so that providers 
can equally understand 
what each level means. 
Read more here. 
 

This QRIS brief is created bi-monthly by the Office of Child Care, Early Learning Division and its QRIS 

partners.  If you would like to contribute ideas or FAQs,  

please contact Office of Child Care by email:  OregonTQRIS.Emp@state.or.us 
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Celebration! 

http://www.wou.edu/tri/QRIS/
https://www.facebook.com/OregonQRIS
http://www.arbetterbeginnings.com/parents-families/preparing-my-child-life
http://www.arbetterbeginnings.com/providers-teachers/providers/family-child-care-homes/guide

